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trades. Their cities, although built of adobe, were
well planned and laid out, and contained plazas* open
courts, straight wide streets, fine buildings and im-
posing palaces and temples. Their forts, always
placed at most strategic spots, were designed with
a consummate knowledge of military science and
were built with ramparts, salients, arrow-slits, para-
pets and ramparts strikingly like those of the medie-
val European fortresses.
Since the Chimus still existed (though wholly
under Incan domination) at the time of the Spanish
conquest, we know more of their habits, history, cus-
toms, dialect and other matters than of many pre-*-
historic races in America, Thus we know that their
language was the Mochica or Yuiiga which is still
in use by some of the present-day Indians of the
neighborhood. And we know that, according to
Chimu tradition, the race came from somewhere in
the north.
According to this tradition, the Chimus* ancestors
arrived by way of the sea in a great fleet of rafts or
canoes. They were no primitive savage people but
ivere highly organized, possessed many arts
and industries, and maintained an aristocracy and a
court. Following the death of their first ruler there'
were eleven successors, until the time when the king-
dom was abolished and the people established a true
republic. This continued successfully for a very
long period, or until a powerful feudal lord or chief
in the Chicama Valley incited a revolt, and with his
followers, overthrew the government and proclaimed
himself the emperor or Chimu-Capae. Under his*
leadership the dominion was greatly extended, many-